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HENEVER the sponsors of a
worthy  cause are about to
form a committee, one of the

first names they think of is George
Gorden Battle. Possibly  they  feel
that Mr, Battle’s name has a clar-
on- ring to ot well calculated  to
hghten the dullest Tist of Heckschers,
Strauses, and Schieffelins. Perhaps they
know that Mr, Battle is a persuasive
propagandist and money-raiser.
tainly they are aware that he will

likely to find their project sufliciently
intevestimg to wm his name and ser-

Cer-

vices.

[n the matter of committees, Mr,
Battle’s catholicity is immense.  He
takes a positive c|<]|ght in identifying
limself with movements of all ages and
czes. In the past fifteen years, he has
raied  or helped to raise substantial
wms for everything from pmcmnm
translations of “Pilgrim’s Progress” for
forcign missions to feeding “the local
memployed.  He has raised money for
the Salvation Arimy, Sweet Sriar Col-
lege, the Passion Players from Ober-
ammergau, Russian exiles in Furope,
tuhercular Royal Arch Masons, the
Sesquicentennial - Celebration  of  the
American Revolution in Philadelphia, as
well as countless hospitals.  He has in-
vestigated the effects of prohibition, the
troubles of the cloak-and-suit industry,
milk graft in New York, and alleged
iadical utterances of the late Dr. Per-
o Stickney Grant. Battde committees
hive sought to preserve the sacred
places of the Holy Land, furthered the
mbitions of Trwin Untermyer to be-
come a judge, and acted as conciliators
btween the Publishers” Association. of
Mw York and Typographical Union,
Number 6, T'hey have hailed Lind-
tergh on bis return from Paris, greeted
('mnm'nj'(h'r Byrd on his return from

te North Pole, invited Gandhi to come
tothis country, and invested Mr.
ude with suel imposing titles as Ex-
wative Chairman of the Community
Connetl of National Defense for the
Vv of New York, Chairman of the
Cemmittee on l’xy(‘lu atric Work of the
Uit Serviee [Le ague of America, and
) ey of the Committee on Fduea-
ol Publicity in the Interestsof Warld
e, Soirresialbe s the Ture of com-
nee work foro My, Battde that he

metimes vashes in where statisticians
“artotread, In 1926, as chairman of

a committee which
soitght tol raisam
three million dollars
wherewith: to estab-
lish homes all over
the country for aged
and mdigent physi-
cians, he appointed
innumerable sub- -

-committees of bank-

ers, brokers, but-
chers, bakers, and
candlestick-makers,
only to conclude a
year or so later that very few doctors
were poor enough to need free homes,
So the Physicians Home, Inc., drive
was called off.

It is seldom, nevertheless, that Mr. .

Battle’s committees mect so humiliat-
ing a fate. More often they divide
magnificently into other committees,
like s many amcbae, and the sight of
a parent committee contentedly sur-
rounded by several offspring is not un-
usual. Generally, Mr. Battle occupies
a commanding position in these new
groups. A year or so ago, for example,
not satisfied, perhaps, with being presi-
dent of the National Committee on
Prisons and Prison Labor; he an-
nounced. the creation of a National
Advisory Committee on Institutional
Industries—chairman, George Gordon
Battle,

So intense is Mr. Battle’s partici-
pation in these extra-curricular  af-
fairs, so wide his acquaintance, and
so frequent his after-dinner speech-
es, that he has attained the reputa-
tion of being a great lawyer, He has

made money, and tricd many cases
which, if not genuinely important,
have bheen sensational, although in
the courtroom he is necither an Un-
termyer nor a Seabury. Where his
carecer as a lawyer is concerned, his
friends like to stress the courtesy of
his cross-cxamining, his courtly man-
ner with juries, and his gencrosity
in assuming. the legal responsibilities
of any number of widowed South-
crn ladies, at small -compensation  ta
himself,

OURTESY and chivalry come as

A natarally to George Gordon Bat-
tle as his Southern accent, and forty-
odd years: in an impolite commumty
have done littla tn aeadinas- -2t

George Gordon Battle

is a singularly genjal
and urbane man,
and, at sixty-four,
a very handsome
one, with a strik-
ing profile, a shock
of white hair, and
bushy black cye-
brows. He was
born in Edgecombe
County, North
Carolina, at Cool
Spring Plantation,
where, on twenty
thousand acres of
river Jand, his fa-
ther’s  family’ had
raised cotton for
four generations.
Of his cleven brothers and sisters,
six died in infancy. ‘I'he survivors
were fortified for the rigors of life

by salt herring, bacon and eggs, and

chicken hnsh for breakfast; Ram,
turkey, chicken, mutton, and vege-

tables for lunch; ham, broiled chick-
en, rabbit, game birds in season, and
batterbread for supper.  The boys
hunted and fished, and in the eve-
ning everyone  read and  played
whist, backgammon, and chess.. Mr.
Battle pére was famous for his skill
at mixing mint juleps. The Battle
Negroes had remained loyal during
the Civil War; they were said to be
the blackest in the state. Young Gor-
don Battle, educated first by governess,
and later at Hanover Academy in Vir-
ginia and at the University of Virginia,
aristocratic seat of learning where le-
gions of Battles had preceded him,

grew up with a healthy regard for the

leading Southern families to whom he
was related. He has preserved a feel-
ing for the South which manifests itself
today not only in the legal champion-
ing of Dixie widows but in his mem-

- bership in the North Carolina Society,

the Virginians, the Sons of Confederate
Veterans, and the New York Southern
Society, of which he was president last
year. On all appropriate occasions, he
is the volunteer Southern ambassador
in New York. A few years ago,
when alumni of the College of the
City of New York gave their Alma
Mater a bust of Jefferson for her
eightieth birthday, Mr. Battle ex-
tolled the Jeffersonian virtues and
compared C.C.N.Y. to the Univer-
sity of  Virginia,  Last  Deceniber,
at the forty-sixth annual smoker of
the Southern Socicty, he awarded a
“parchment of distinction” tn Tole
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T'he immediate

paternal Battle ances-
tors were all cotton
farmers, but  judges
cheerfully sprouted
on the fanuly tree—
among them, grand-
father Joseph J.
Danicl, cousin Wil-
lam H. Battle, clder
brother Jacob Battle
—and Gordon him-
self never had any
doubts about wanting
to be a lawyer. After
graduating from col-
lege, he entered Ja-
cob’s office to study,
but in 1889 the
South was still in
the throcs of the Re-
construction period,
and he decided that
if the study of law
were to he followed
by the practice there-
of, he would have
to move elsewhere,
for a time at least.
Manhattan  friends
who had known
him at college encou-
raged him to come to
New York, and in
1890 he took a geo-
graphical step that
was to establish
him  permanently 1in
New York.

George  Gordon
Battle’s carly success
here was the immediate result of
s being a bright boy. At Columbia
~Law School, he became so expert at
framing indictments that when, in
1892, District Attorney e Lancey
Nicoll asked the faculty to send him
an assistant, they sent Battde. He
promptly affiliated himself with Tam-
many Hall, and shortly thereafter, aged
twenty-four, was appointed  Assistant
District Attorney.  He has never been
District Attorney, although in 1909,
running for that office against Charles
S. Whitman, he delivered campaign
specches with such fervor and frequen-
cy that he developed inflammation of
“the antrum and his face swelled to
twice its natural size.  He went into
private practice, to receive, from time
to time, various crumbs from Tam-
many. Appointed Special District At-
torney to help in the Grand Jury in-
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vestigation of crime conditionsin 1911,
he attempted to minimize reports that
daylight robberies were widely preva-
Ient. ‘This failed to make a favorable
impression on the Grand Jury, and

‘when, in 1919, he was again chosen to

aid in a Grand Jury investigation, his
appointment was received with a reti-
cence which grew more and more
marked until; a few months later, he
resigned, Since then, although Tam-
many throws an occasional committee
chairmanship his way in return for the
pleasure of his decorative presence in
its idst, Mr. Battc’s party activitics
have been largely confined to indors-
ing the candidacics of Democratic col-
leagues for the Sppreme Court and
faithfully attending the national con-
ventions, '

His law firm, successor to a num-
ber of previous partnerships in which

N )

only the name of Battle has been a
constant, is not a corporation affai.
You do not associate the senior partner
of Batte, Levy, Van Tine & Fowler
with any large bank or trust company,
as you might Paul Cravath with Kuhn,
Loch; or John W. Davis with the
Guaranty T'rust.  Nor do overworked
young men from Yale and Harvard
Law Schools pore over briefs in the
Battle oftfices until two or three in the
in the heart of
oflices are quict,

nml‘ning. [Located
Wall Street, the

leisurely, and old-fashioned. The part-
ners do most of the work themselves.
Mr. Batde sits in a spacious room, its
walls lined  with pictures of South-
evn Jurists and of Abraham Lincoln.
e mukes point of coming out to
the yeception=room  to usher in his
next client, and if others are waiting
also, never fails to greet them. His
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‘manner, without being in the Teast
cffusive, 18 calculated to make any
{feel at home, and his tech-

~armpathetically,

stranger
nique with clicnts follows the most -
'umul stage=lnwyer tradition,  Pacing
up and T n the room, hands hehind
hack, head bowed in thought, he asks
questions gently, persuasively; listens
delivers opinions em-
phatically and without hesitation. Mr.
Battle is the essence of kindliness, and
the world is too much
wouble for him.  Often he i at his
ofice Sunday mornings, sceing people
who want his advice and whom he has
been too busy to see during the week.
e takes just as much pains with a free
case as with one in which a large fee is
involved.  The William Lyon Phelps
of the legal profession, he omits no op-
portunity to congratulate or condole.
He invariably answers the routine an-
nouncements of new partnerships or
changes in address  which Jawyers
send to one another.  “I was gratificd
to learn you moved your office from

nothing in

285 Madison Avenue to 70 Pine
Street,” he writes on such an occa-
sion, “and congratulate you on your

successful career.”  So unfailing is his
recommendation of ncophytes -to the
character committee of the Bar that
the chairman is said to open meetings
by announcing “We have the custo-

mary affidavit from George Gordon
Battle.” . ‘
Twenty years or so ago, Mr. Battle

was counsel for concerns like the Dia-
mond Match Company, and in the
counrse of the day’s work thought noth-
ing of attacking such impressive or-
ganizations as the International Paper
Company, the Bituminous Coal Op-
crators, and the Southern Pacific Rail-
road.  ‘Today, he goes in chiefly for
trial work.  He is never vindictive.
On numerous occasions he has ex-
pressed the opinion that a lawyer should
not hesitate to defend a client whom
he knows to be guilty. He himself
once appeared for an ensign in the
Naval  Reserve who  removed  all
doubts as to his culpability by pleading
guilty to fifteen charges, including ac-
cepting  money, parties,” and motor
trips in return for assigning his bene-
factors to shore duty. Evil association,
pleaded Mr. Battle, referring presuma-
bly to the bencfactors, and in further
extenuation pointed out that the culprit
had shared his booty with his friends.
On another occasion, he defended a
lady whose husband sought annulment
of marriage on the grounds that she
had deceived him as to family, position,
color, and mode of life prior to her
marriage. The case had already been
decided adversely to the husband in a
previous trial, but Mr, Battle, instead
of pleading prior case, which would
automatically have thrown the issue out
of court, sought to let in the light of
day. Unfortunately, so much was let
in that the carlier decision was reversed.
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Not that there aren’t instances of
Battle shrewdness. Tt was Battle who
gave the late William  J. Fallon
the worst trouncing of his career.  In
1916, Thomas Mott Oshorne, Sing
Sing warden, was indicted for perjury
on false testimony, at the instance of
contractors who were angry at his
refusal to renew their contracts, Os-
borne had been mentioned as Demo-
cratic candidate for governor, so the
case had strong political undertones.
Fallon was the lawyer for the prosecu-
tion. The testimony came largely
from a doctor. Mr, Battle, who was
defending Osborne, had a detective
pose as salesman of a valuable heating
device and offer it to the doctor as
a present in return for a signed testi-
monial saying he’d used it satisfactori-
ly for a year. ‘The doctor agreed,
wrote the testimonial, and two or
three days Jater, when the gift was
delivered, sent the salesman a receipt.
At the trial, Mr. Battle questioned
him about his heating apparatus, elicited
the response that he’d used it a year,
and then gleefu]]y produced both testi-
monial and receipt, with their incrimi-
nating dates, The witness’ testimony
was thrown out; and eventually all the
charges against Osborne were dis-
missed.

Another occasion upon which Mr.
Battle displayed his acumen — al-
though in this case with less success—
was when he was counsel for Harry M.

pl.|
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Don’t mention the League of Nations.”
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Blackmer,
Midwest Refining Company and self-

former p!‘(‘si(l(‘m of the

exniled Teapot Dome winess, Battle
interpreted his clicnt’s vefusal to emerge
the the
the
cerved on him, as the act not of 2 man

from [astnesses  of I'rench

Riviera  and  answer stthpoenas
who had anvthing to conceal, but of
one who .mnl:ht thus to test the con-
stitutionality :)f a law requiving that a
summons served in a foreign land be
h(‘(\(]('(l.
this picture of NMr. Blackmer as a Jegal
stndent, and fined hime sixty thousand
dollars.

B,\'l“rl.l‘-, s an inveterate  writer of
letters to the newspapers and a de-

termined champion of the city’s parks

The court dechined to accept

and playgrounds. He  has written
more  Jetters  to the  papers  than
Adolph Lewisohn,  Embellished with
appropriate  quotations  from  Milton,

Kipling, and other pocts, these have,
in a delightful nineteenth-century lit-
erary style, advocated military ranks
for nurses, praised women voters for
supporting social legislation, eulogized
deceased  colleagues,  recommended
higher salaries for judges, op-
posed a bill allowing chiro~
practors to be called dnctors,
denounced stage blasphemy,
praised North Carolina legis-
lation, discussed the defects
of criminal law, begged for
the conservation of acific
Coast sugar pines, recalled
the achievements of Grover
Cleveland on his ninety-first
birthday, advocated interna-
will, attacked
prohibition, and urged, be-
forc it was the general cus-
tom here, the wearing of
gowns by judges. “I'he un-
fortunate persons who are
charged with crime,” Mr.
Battle explained,.“arc for the
most part of weak mentality.
They are casily impressed: by
form.”

As president of the old
Parks and Playgrounds Asso-
ciation (which merged with
the Central Park and Battery
Park  Associations i 1928
1o become the Park Associ-
ation ), Mr. Battle hombarded
the papers, the mayor, and
the Board of Fstimate with a
harrage of letters demand-
mg increased appropriations
for the planting of trees, more
open-air playgrounds, etc.

tional  gond

“tion In

He waged relentless war on threaten-
ing encroachments, which ranged {rom
peanut-stand  and - fruit-stand  conces-
sions in Battery Park to a proposed
fiftcen = million = dollar music and art
centre in Central Park, He resisted the
cfforts of Mr. Rodman Wanamaker to
crect a war memorial there and of Mr,
Otto Kahn to have an opera house
there.  "'he Park, he felt, should be
kept as rural as possible, and it has bheen.
Childless himself) he saw to it that more
juvenile playgrounds were built, and
conducted  personal  tours inspecting
swings, slides, wading-pools, and base-
hall diamonds.  These things seem to
have heen dearer to Mr. Battle’s heart
than the intricacics of law, and possibly
even than the joys of committee work.
‘I'he tragic death of his favorite nephew
during the war caused him to immerse
himself morc than ever in public af-
fairs.  He had brought the boy, John
Manning Battle, up from the South
and was grooming him to take a place
in the Jaw firm.

Mr. Battle resigned his Park posi-
1927, to be succeeded by

Nathan Straus, Jr., but he bears the

“He pointed out how it’s our depression,
not just yours and mine.”

MARCH (1, 1933

title of honorary president, and letters
to the press about peanut stands apg
war memorials are still more likely 1,
be signed Battle than Straus.  In the
past five years, he has turned incregs.
ingly to other affairs. Tr. 1928 he toex
the stump for Smith, and in the fall of
that year delivered so rousing an ora.
tion before three hundred delegates
of sixty Polish organizations that hi
hearers cheered loudly and promised
the support of no fewer than three
hundred thousand Poles for the Deme.
cratic Party,
acted as vice-chairman, under Grover
Whalen, of a committee to raise mon-
cy for the Olympic Games athletes,
The Battle fervor knows no distine-
tion of race or creed. Tn 1931 a suc.
cession of philo-Semitic activitics, in-
cluding serving as chairman of the
Board of Sponsors of the Wall Street
Synagogue, presiding over the Jew-
ish  New Year celebration of the
Madison Avenue Methodist Church,
warning Poland to end anti-Semitic
riots, and presenting a medal for
distinguished public service to Felix M,
Warburg, culminated in the election
of Mr. Battle, along with a handful
of other Gentiles, to the Armecrican
Hebrew’s Who's

Who for the
year.

The old Battle
spirit - shows no

sign of flagging.
During the past
few months, Mr,
Battle was ap-
pointed by Mayor
O’Brien to a
committce to de-
terminc  what
changes should be
made in the pres-
ent city govern-
ment, In the re-
cent  excitement
over the ex-con-
vict Burps, he
voluntecred — his
legal services and
~wrote  Governor
Moore of New
Jersey urging
that the muan be
not extraditedl
[.ast  Christmas
he acted as chair-
man of the Law-
yers Division of

the  Christmas
Scal  Campaign,

mailing thousands

In that year, too, |-

B
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“Don’t make fun, George!

of dollars’ worth of stamps to fellow-
members of the Bar,

‘N [ HATEVER political ambitions Mr.

Battle may have had must be a
thing of the past, and the best he can”
hope for is the sort of medal which he
<o graciously pins to the Japels of others,
Yet his letters, committees, commence-
ment addresses, enlogies, debates, and
speeches at Masonic lodges go on as
furiously as ever. In private life, he is
avery different man from the orator
of 4 thousand banquets and the officer
of a million committees. He enjoys a
mild game of poker and plays an excel-
lent hand at bridge. ITis Park Avenue
apartment is stocked with countless
wrll-thumbed hooks, He and his wife,
the former Miss Martha Baghy of
Richmond, Virginia, spend cvery sum-
mer at their country place in Virginia,
where he hunts and fishes. He is a
tulkative  dinner companion and the
Ahonymous supporter of many an Iin-
poverished  Southerner.  His  feeling
for the Old Dominion is perhaps the
strongest thing .about him. He still
"WnS a share in the original family:

T his one is @ Cézanne.”’

‘plantation, where the descendants of

his grandfather’s slaves still call him
Master George. It is virtually impos-
sible for him to turn down the plea of
a Negro from his home town. He
tells of visiting the place in 1914,
at the beginning of the war, and of
attempting to stimulate one of the
Negroes there to thought worthy of
an American citizen. “What do you
think of this European war?” he ask-
ed. “Well, suh,” was the answer, “they
sure has a' fine day for it.”
—GEOFFREY HELLMAN
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JOF ALL THINGS

MERICANS of both parties take
heart from the brave words of
the inaugural address and hope

for better things. The peaple would
like to have a miracle but they would

scttle for less.
[

If the words “President Roosevelt”
have an easy and familiar sound to
your ears, wrap up well when you go
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out, and wear your rubbers,  You
are no longer a whippersnapper.,

Mr. Tloover takes with him as he
goes the good  wishes of the peo-
ple.  Everybody fecels that the United
States at the present moment is a
perfect country of which to be cx-

President.
L ]

Hereafter, the Tourth of March will
be just one of the days it takes to make
a year, The Fiftecenth, however, will
still be with us in all its sinister sig-

nificance.
£ ®

Maybe the Democrats should, as Al

Smith suggests, kick out the bigots,

fanatics, Populists, demagogues, moun-
tebanks, and crackpots, At least the
party might do without them during

Lent.

Jimmy Walker fails to filc an an-
swer to the suit brought by that dress
shop. OI’ Man Riviera, he don’t say

nothin’.
°

Owen Young gave the Rockefellers
the idea for Radio City, according to
O. O. McIntyre, who snaps his fingers

at libel suits.
[ ]

Mr. Whitney says he would have

been laughed at if he had tricd to halt.

the wild speculation of 1929, and no
doubt that is true. It’s fun to be fooled.

Charles E. Mitchell will now have
time to pay some attention to his health,
a thing which, it appears, he was not in

-business for.
[ ]

Rainey won the Speakership through
an alliance of Tennessce, Texas, and
ammany. Hereinafter to be known

as the Washington T. Party.

I'rom this distance, the Denver kid-
nappers look like Napolcons of Finance.
It is amazing to discover that it is still
possible to get sixty thousand dollars

for a broker.
[ ]

¢ Henry Ford thought the depression

was nothing to worry about, but look
what happene¢d. He was put on the
hot spot and almost forced to become
an out-and-out banker.

—Howarp BRUPAKER






