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Rocky Mount's First Librarian
Gives Twenty-Two Years Service

¢+ MRS NELL G. BATTLE

Often ‘técognition for unselfishl
. public service comes late in life,L
but is never unappreciated by the |
people “in the know,” and today |
we are extending recognition to
- one of Rocky Mount’'s native
daughters, whose service to the
community we are all privileged
to enjoy, as will our children and
. our chiléren’s children.

of the late Mr. and MIS. W. C.

ber 6, 1896 to  Judge Jacob Bat-|

tle. She is  the mother of three
children, two of whom are Iesl-
dents of the city, Mrs. Frank S.
| wwilkinson and Mrs. E. L. Eat-
mon. An only son, Who served in

war, died as-a result of malaria

Mre. Nell G. Battle, daughter f

Gupton, was born October 25,
1875, an was married on Novem- |

the armed forces during the last|

eeniracted in the Pacific theatre.
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" five and advisory¥ eapacity to civ-

jthe Research Club, which was
\the first literary club organized

{peginning, the many literary

‘work as librarian, which she did

Among her most oufstanding|
services fo the communily was
{he organization of the city’s first|
public library, which took the |
name of Thomas Hackney Bras-|
well Memorial Library, and was
founded in April, 1022. She was
Rocky Mount’s first and only Ii-{
brarian for twenty two Jjears,
and. during 1940 she, accompani-
ed by Mrs. Effie Vines Gordon,
K. T. Mclntyre of Red Oak and
Miss Marjorie Beal, secretary of
the North Caroling Library Com-
wmission, drove all through Nash
County and selected thirty  sta-
ticns for hookmobile service.
_©he had the first bookmobile
built, which was taken over by
fhe government for use as an
gmbulance during the second
world war. However, this work
was kept up, and these 30 sta-
tions serviced by responsible
‘wolunteer workers from each sta-
/tion who came aiter and return-
ed the books to the local library.
This schedule was used until
recently when another bookmo-
bile was purchased and a librar-
ian hired, and the work now Is
‘done on a regular sehedule. i
< ! During the second World War,
BIrs. Battle was appointed by the |
late Millard Jones to Kkeep a
record of all servicemen and wo-
men from Rocky Mount for the
State Historical Association.

She was organist and choir
director of the chureh of The
Good Shepherd for twelve years:
president of the Episcopal Wo-
men’s Auxiliary for three years,
and served this same Orgal~=s
tion as secrefary and treasure
for an additionall two years. She
has served many times as &
teacher in the Hpiscoval Sunday i
School, and has served in an ac—}

je committees t00  nuUmMerous

 to mention.

i Ehe is 3 charter member of

in Rocky Mount, and from this

clubs in the city regularly o io
the public library for help on
program planning.

In October, 1943, affer a S&-
vere heart attack, it was mneces-
sary for Mrs. Baftle to resign her

in January, 1944, and the work
was taken over by Mrs. Ruth
Jeffress, who had served with
Mrs. Battle as assistant librarian
for 15 years.

" Mrs. Battle, who will cele-
brate her 76th birthday on the
fwenty fifth of this month, makes
her home now with her daugh-
ter, Mrs. Frank Wilkinson, in
West Haven, and even though
now her health will not permit her
taking an active part in civic un-
dertakings in the city, her fami-
1y will tell you that her interest
lin things that are started for
‘the betterment of Rocky Mount
«till are of as much interest to
|her, as they were when she was
helping to promote them.

After Judee Baltle’s death
iMrs. Battle, who was then the
icity’s full time librarian, ran
<‘Cool Springs’’ plantation, and
llooked after her family, any one
of which would have been a full
time undertaking for a less ac-
‘tive person, and as Mrs. Wil
kinson says, “I just don’t see how
\she did it,”




